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Goo** evening, my fellow citizens; 
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This Government, as promised, has mainta! 
s;;_*VcillaacQ of the Soviet military U lild-up on the fsIaiSo 
the past week, unmistakable evident has establishe<T$£e fact that a series 


e closest 
b£ Cuba. Within 


of offensive nuclear 
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.e site a •* low in preparation on that unhappy 
island, U ntil * * > « ■ ,- a . y^v^ a «: a g ^ ;b reliable L.fo-mation of this natu; 
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. jto$* # 4 had been receivw- * :t. having :: completed Its ^v^uation and our 
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are 
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determinate.: rtwi. 3- course of actic ., this Government feels obliged to 

JTcpOt » w**«r - -- few Jf OiJL *— -w w.£t~XI>* . 


r ^. 


-•> iivc of t.-_ j sites, containing 4 launchers each/ \v*v * 
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^rc •...di. .v^ ■ Ballistic Missile ires/ with two missiles to be loaded ^*^V 
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na c-c.vlatt:-.ci>-. 2&cn of these 33 . issues would be capable'cf- c_-ryiag r ';-; 


a nuclear *a:* ■;..-..£ for a distance of more than 1000 nautical miles* Each 
oZ th^* 32 r!t.-i:l*3S; ln1shbr£" ~s' :ap-ble of striking frasWLngton, D.C.^pgtp^ 
- • i 3at>e Czt>z.vt?'~Zj Mexico v^i^y* or any other cx^ in the;r - * 


j'r ;'-c United Sx&tes^ in Cectri. Asaerica or in. flie ; 
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Soctr-w-* St^ 

Ccrri-^-an 

?v» -^:; .tes .not yet completed appear to be designed ^or 

sixtee- nvw.r..cci-. ^ge.B^Uis^c^Tissxles ~ capable of travelling more 1 

than rv te ** far «sx. ~.-s capable of striking a -- ciry in the Wester^ 

* * ^,. • * » ."■■>' 

Rexnii. er* :ng as Sa'r north'^s Hudson's Bay. Canada anc l - far 

south - Lin- «*rtu 


In addition, medium rai^ge jet bonibers, capable "of ;_ _j 
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i>ted on Cuba, while 
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* urgent trans form*, door of Cuoa into an -important strategic 
' ■ •* 1 ■& ^ 

the presence of these large, long* range and dearly offensive 

we ap&til^of sudden destruction •- constitutes an o£<m threat to the pe^ce 

£ anosecurity of all the Americas, in&Jted and deliberate defiance of the 

. Kio Pact of 194?, the traditions of this nation and Hemisphere, the Joint 

Resolution, of the 87th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, and 
- , • * s * ^ . 

^ my own p- blic warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 13. This 

• • ^ ' ~ ! 

action also contradicts the : rer>e^ted assurances of Soviet spokesmen, 
* *• ■..•".: « 

■4: * * •* * * ■ . : - 

both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms build-up in Cuba 
* ■*-*•. - * - * 

would- retain its original defensive character, . and that Soviet missiles' 


would neve? be stationed on the territory of any other nation* 




« - ^'S^The^iCze of this undertaking makes clear that it had been planned 



taction. 


it ~ \ • - v 
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aircraft missiles, Uu: Soviet Government publicly stated that "the 

armaments and military .ecoipment sent to Cuba are designed exclusively 

f^r defensive purposes 1 ** that "the^e is no need for the Soviet Union to 

* * * » * - ' 

shift-its weapons * • * for a retaliatory blow to any oilier country, 'for 

^stance CubaA?, and that '.the Soviet Union has so powerful rockets to 

arry these nuclear warhead* that there is no need to search Cor sites for 

" " ','• ••*« ' '/ : : •• ; '- '...,. 

^lexn beyond fixe boundaries of the Soviet Union* " That statement w**^ 
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^EB^S^^* ^ Uat ^ a '«<?ay, as .this rapid . 



offensive build-up contfnuod^ ■?;* ' 
Gromyko told me in my office that he was 
^^^ ax once again* as he said the Soviet Government % 

-*^>^ # V*\ • 'I gg^Ir eadv done* that Soviet. assistance to Cuba "pursued solely the 
-«..r-i -.'.-»*■ -. T J ^« ot contributing to- the defease capabilities of Cuba", that "training*. 
.-.'«■?'-/ ' : '". *'"'•• ^y Soviet specialists of Cuban nationals ia handling defensive armaments .' . 
^^AV- •»"• Vat by ho nheans offensive*", and that M i£ it were otherwise, the Soviet - J?" 

'; .*: . Government would havenever become involved in rendering such assistance. M . 

** * That statement alio was /prahorrofi^ and diehoaorsLWi # 
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* Neifher ti^*t.iited States o£ America nor the world comr^unity of 

* ' * - »* . 

** * 

* *• * * 

nations can tolerate deliberate deception and offensive threats on the part 

'* * - f * 

/ • " * of any nation, large .or small # Wa no»longer live in a world where only 

a . . * .. 

'fiie actual firing of weapons represents a* sufficient challenge to a nation 1 * 


'OV *• ; / . security to Constitute a n "ajakod attaak'^ngoar -Art i tfi j 51 of the UN C harter.'f ^^; 

fi^vs**^ Kiicleaf weapons are>6- < aestrud 4 ive« azid ballistic xxiissiles are so swift,; r" v " 
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that any cub gt&tiU^ny "nrrV?^^ fins«tfh n foy of thair \ a c» cr arny sudden - 
Ehange.in shs n a ture of tfc^ir tixr'ea t may w6U - ri»qrnrft an act of *H*-flHfr»Ty 


For many years,, both the Soviet Union and tiie United States — 
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recognizing this fact*-- -have deployed nuclear weapons with great care, 
never upsetting the precarious status quo which ensured that these 
weapons would not be u^ed in the absence of some vital challenge* Our 
own woapSas ^sterns have never been secretl y transferred to the territory 


«^» 


'\'i 
*/*• 


f^NSJtte) W H««WlfKfif«6JU.t 



f *■.- 


>*»>■*+* 


I ., 


. %■ of any other nation;- and ou? history *-- unlike that of tho Soviet* sine* 
4 . -World Way a -- demonstrates fliAt we have no desire td dominate or 

r. * conquer aay^paieir nation eifimpose our systemlipon It* people* - Never- 

': y >-WW^- : ^ • -/. ; v, ■ ■ <Wfiff- ' • I.. 

.. \ thetess, "American citixens "have become adjusted to living daily on the 

bull's eye 3 Soviet missiles located inside thej&SSR or in submarir.es. ' 

' In that sense, 'missiles in Cuba simply add to an already clear and ureseat 

■ danger -- although, ft should be. noted, the nations of Latin America have 

never previously ^^n fri^'H**'? r.ir ^nrtrrmpist midday ^rg fttg - 
* * 

• * ■ * * * . * % 

. * But this c secret, swift and extraordinary build-up of communist 

missiles in an area .well- known to have a special and historical relationship 

* to -the United States and the nations of the Western Hemisphere — in 

violation of Soviet a&siirances, in suddenly stationing strategic weapons ] 

for the first time outside of Soviet soil, in defiance of American and 
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" ,\ Hemispheric policy -.- is a deliberately provocative and unjustified change - 
£i .;'ia the status quo' which cannot "be accepted by this country, if our courage 


v:^ 


1'and our co mmitments are eycr tb bp wn<w»* -ap^n V>y AftfrAr friend or foe, 
^T The 1930 f s taught us a fearless on: aggressive conduct, if 

>' allowed ~^ ^row unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads to war* 
". ?his nation ii opposed to warV We ar^e also true to our word* Our 
.. unswerving objective, therefore, must be to tpfce wh^t^vpr sfetp^aie^ - r 


A^ce^s ^fy to prevent the' use of. these missiles against this or any other . 
country, and to* secure their withdrawal or elimination from the Western 
ftemispr&re. r aa& ' ce Itrfojao^ng ■ Soviet' Chairman KTirTishrhev and > 
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1*1 .f* >' * ' ' • " ^fflMltllitnilltrr'i nV <* 1 ■ 'T7.n " ■■■ ■ f ■■ ■■■ 
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"had no wish to be diverted from our 
l!tetT # and fanatics. But fiTrttie^^^oii is now 






\ . required and underwS 
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^ these actions may only be the beginning. 

^ ' $ • 

We will not prematurely or unnecessarily risk the costs of world-wide 

nuclear war in which even the fruits of victory would be ashes in ccr 

* ' f ^£atScTs.-- but tfeither will we shrink from that risk at any time it must 

■- u ' « , « 
be faced. \ r J.- * . *> - * ^ 

Acting, therefore; in the defense of our own security and that of 
•*".• * .* * * 

• the entire Western Hemisphere, .and under the authority .entrusted to 

me by the Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution of the Congress, 

. * I have* directed that the following initial steps be 'taken, immediately: 

•' -•'*;'. ■/"? - • .'■- ■ ' - ' ■:■ . .'> .. • * . 

1) f First: to halt this offensive bhild-up, ■ thug 9 is t o b e initi a ted 


, J V\ J _^.;*^^ f _ a i iloelc g Ld e on al^xnilitary equipment under ship: 

i-^O^V'V* * ; ^ : ^ ' ' ' V ~ -- fc *'-"'" V'* ' : / v 


znent to Cuba* (guch a '- 


^•< 


,/^ 


blockade can clearly be authorised both by the requirements of U. S. 


|^// :« • / " • "self-defense and by the Organ of Consultation of the Organization of 


^, American States, acting under Articles 6 and 8 of the Rio Treaty and this 

**j^A ".year's Punta del Este Resolution^? All ships bound for Cuba, from • 

whatever nation or port; will* il found to contain cargoes o£ weapons, 
be turn 1 back. S«tch & blockade will be extended, if needed, to other 
types of cargo and carriers* Ingh o rtj it will not only pre y cut coiMnl^tiTn* 
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I V ' 'lEf*' 1 ' " ^ *h s Qtti 'M iiiL uIA;ni>lvu build u p 6 R GtiVai It nrtU a l s o r a euir fr Art Sovi et / 
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: ? f :; > ;i -.: ^b«ir h doawg rto uuJU " Uu un Cll5&> acd it will reoi uxt walui tu UUuuju v - y^v J 
: ' ' ; ; ^l ; : ' VfvrMftn pTarr'iing Una iiUu^»a*.o£ liJr UWU ^uu^lc ui &ulijuillu^ Uiciu tu ,/^'t?h- 


,'■'.- or '^C^ii 
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2) Second: I have directed the continued ax;d increased close 
• * * * * . 

surveillance of. Cuba and its military build- up. The Foreign Ministers 

of the CAS in their communique of October 6 rejected secrecy on such 

matters in this Hemisphere, Should offensive military preparations . 


continue, thus increasing the threat to the Hemisphere, ftyjnrnpriaS* action 



will be undertaken^ 
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■ p_ mn r pR fi g of our own deter Aiiftg-tio t i; * 
■ I have directed the .armed foi^ces to prepare for saaap eventualities, 4i frgl i ,>Ul:ij 
; frr-^-^^z t^ thain hagig tj-f i n i J\ ' 'm and I trust that both 
-thfe Cuban people .arid the Soviet technicians at these sites will recognize 
-"Tiii f in our inability to tolerate this threat. 

3} Third : It shaJ^ be the policy of this nation to regard any nuclear 
missile launched from Cuba against any nation in the Western Hemisphere 
as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United States requiring a 'full 
retaliatory response ctaOii she Soviet Ufcion # 

4) ' Fourth: We shall urge zhe UN and the OAS to demand removal ^ 


: ft* hi*** of ^hese offensive weapons, and ihe.-orcm^t dispatch of an international 

&*!>■, "■'. *;' ■'••■" '. 

ft*--' mf - iasoection team to make certain that this is done. 

fe' ; &- ■ ■■■■'■ 

\r^J**ji*H- ^) Fifth; As a necessary military 'precaution, I have reinforced 
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our base at Guartf^namo, iviciiatcd tKo dependents *6£ otur peri 


?fe : V; \! : attd ordcrcd ^4itteaal i^itary units ;to stand by qa^aa alert : fcajfo^ 

V — V f . ^ ' : - 6 ) Sixth: Oa^ allieVia ^th NATO and the OAS ^ei>e<m-£ert£di^^^ 
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K^ • t ; V. **** caU for .the OAS meeting to yrtiichl referred haa already 

case against tl^s serious threat to peace will bo presented! as required 

/fe. -' j'&f' 'ky tke Charter, to which wo subscribe, to an emergency meeting of the UN 

in* •*. . - • . 

Security Council; and we shall, in addition, convene immediately a meeting 
of countries inthe Caribbean aixpa to work out cooperative means of halting 
fhe clandestine movement of subversive agents and materials between 

. .Cuba and "Latin America. 

'. « ' * * 

7} Seventh: I c$ll,upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt and eliminate 
•this clandestine, reckless and-'provoca-dLve threat to. world peace and to 

stable relations between our two nations* I call upon him further to 

/. * ■ 

* abandon this coursed of world domination, and to join with me and others 

in an historic effort to end the-periious arms race and transform the 

■ history of man. Q*y hi" nrti^nj 1 " ?f t" * ?a * v ^»vnr1r* hflf rnovp t ri a Ttr 'n 

./J#* g l osor to Hie biluX of lhal daik aud i»v.rfnl ihyss nf destruction* — It is tim e 

d^fj^t^^9 for b^th Ji c iag i* otiy bacll Imiu thai bi'inle te lefraln Irem auy avlluu 


VfAiOA VJUi WjaIwIj, Ul UeopO^ tilC 


iind *^ rf»TMrr> tha gr^rri 




»'-v ». 


f fey peaceful and p&inYiancnt'JGlu^j'iiG ^l 

^ I This nauion ic pgopayed t o present its case against this threat to 
. : * .■....•■■■■■ 

puace^ndou^ own proposals for a peaceful world at any time, in any forum, 

to any figure*^- in. the OAS, in the United Nations, and t o G^«gnK > n;ICLiuJ>h cte 
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m ^ v 
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( ■mi ii i i fi tin 1 1 mil , i i n T w f ^ ^x#£iii!E« | ^iiP*WBfr | ^^ " j o^CTjcaVLgc^ilinroaOTi^^ 









la rmrtrniv*' We 'have- in thapaat made' ixx cmuon« effort* to limi* r t&& 
I^^Si*- ; - •**: ttucaear weapon's. : We have V^<>pQ«od the elimination "of ell &r^i&a< 


^^^** •: overseas bases in a fax* and effective disarmament treaty. We, are 
j^^^ '* prepared to distuss iewprpposals for the removal of tensions on w^ : :^,^ 
^ 'i^^ \ s sides .« including the; possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, free >f^rf% 







to determine its own destiny, . We have only recently cupportod - thc- 
^nauncomontfry the luaaiau Guv^rnttteat ihkl 11 would uul pui ' wit LLw 
frgtab l ishznont e£ fogoiga missile buses upou lib uuillo r gy . We have no 
^vish to war with the Soviet Union; for we are a peaceful people who desire 
to live in peace with all other peoples, 

3ut we cannot'settle these problems under threats ■■ nQgntf.iTir>r» — 
yooj iatimidatioa nevcas That is why this latest Soviet threat --or any 
ot.;er threat which is made either independently or in response to our 
fcitwkade --.must and will be met with determination, ajiji r.j-ii uiu.liyi _ 


&■■ 


Jhould any talk^* develops ,our forces all over the world wUl be alert -.- 


andcthe - I>lo&teLd r c will remain,- Any &ovict shew offeree anywhere in the 
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world against the safety ana .freedom of peoples to whom we are committed,-* 
iuTT*-iIlft^ tha b »wu p^uulu u f Wsst Boi'l tft— - will be met by whatever action 

is needed^ T i nti iri -rt -o-nfyj-** »«"g*or i fi flrf inrrai t fln i l i rP i iMi i i fn 

Jottd ,uluiEi6n&l gfc-uM <Llid.alii f o is o uij to Flumpr ,,, 

• 8} Finally , I have directed the United States Information Agency to 


e all available resources in making dear our position to the captive 


«# *** - #' 
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■:■$. " "people .of Cuba. My word* tonight a* e being carried directly* to 

Sfe' - V- : - v '■-. .'•"' :. . '"-■." f '* •• ■•.-!• • ■ ;■.■• .:■'->•.-.•;- 

*"*n4,I want to tell them this. Do not oerxnit yourselves to become 

W£~? -vt^S^ the grim confrontation, of nuci'ear weapons. Do not become the first rM r-/>% 

i^^^^^^T^^-^^^^^^ ,t " i - A2^«2rio34Q.*-o<>x£cxtxry to have these weapons on your soil. Do aoi|^:^^^P 

il^SK^^/^^ir^ * ■*• • -,'"■■'■. •/ ■" ^. * : " - • . « ■ - -,---■« , r. '--*^>"- A 'fe- ^igffljMHHB 

Mf^ii^ '^t<>^^ *-■- *'-:-; - ■ ••■■• -, ! . .. * "' - '^;- ^?^^w 

iK|^;^r : -v ;?\ oecpme the first Latin American country to be a necessary target for „•■ *■■ * Vr " v 
^If^ '^* r .ma£sivc destructione These weapons cannot contribute to the security of * , ; - ^ 
* 1¥ H ' *"- ' Cuba; they can only undermine Jt. They can contribute nothing to your v . 


j -.t ■ - L 
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1 .* peace- and well being, 

• • • 

.This nation has 'no quarrel with the Cuban people, only sympathy 

.- * ■ * 

- > . <. ■ 

'.< and hope* We know you did not consent to the transformation of your island 

into a target for nuclear war. We laiow your lives and land are being used : 

as pawns by tlyse who deny you freedom. We have no wish to cause you 

,*p suffer- or -to impose any system upon you. 

Our objective, on the^contrary, is to give back to the Cuban people 

^ i 

~. the dream of their own J; evolution -- the dream of "liberty and justice 
-" ' for all 11 which Fidel Casjtro repudiated when he sold you out to the Soviets. ~ / 
,. Many times in the past, the Cuban peopler have risen to throw out tyrants -V ; 
\' foreign and domestic -• who destroyed their- liberty. And I have no doubt ;."": 

T 

that the vast majority of Cubans icday looks forward to the time when 

' *. * * ■-...■■•■ * 

. they will once again be free -- free to choose their own leaders, free to 

selett their own system, free to own their own land, -to speak and write 

and worship without fear or degradation. And when foreign domination 'is 
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r^-v»- ^^-^*- V*'-- -..>- .-•.*..-. ' -,.'.-.»„• 

^end^* and the use of Cuba as a b^eof subversion and aggression hif^ 


%m& 


cea*ed/ we shall gladly welcome her back to the society of free nations 


£" and to the associations of this Hemisphere. For the basic objeet&o v <Sir 


<^ ,*. ->. the- united -States ^a.fli* world today is peace and freedom -- and thatT£*3Sp 
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includes the'peace "and freedom of the Cuban people. 
■ " ■•" ,• f- *• . * * 

My fellow citizens: let no one doubt that this is a difficult and "/S>. 

dangerous effort on which we have set out* No one can foresee precisely . 

what course it will take or* what costs or casualties will be incurred* 

t ' ' • •.• 

Many months of sacrifice and sell- discipline lie ahead — months in which 

o . • * ■ • 

1>oth our wiU andc>"~ *>atience will be tested by those who would have us 

* * • • .* • 

do more and those who-Would have u*s do less. But the path we have 
chosen for the present is consistent with our character and courage as 
a nation, and our commitments around the world. The cost of freedom 
"is, always high •- but Americans have always paid it. One path we shall 
never cl^o*>se -- the path of surrender or submission* 

Our goal- is not the'-victory of might but the vindication of right — 

act peace at the expense of freedom, but both peaceand freedom, here in.' .• 

* . . * 

this Hemisphere, and, we hope,., around the world. God willing/ that 

goal wiU be achieved* . '? ; "-"-;^-?S^--, 
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